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A New Species of Poly gala (Polygalaceae) from Southern Brazil 
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southern Brazil. Polygala densiracemosa Liidtke & 
Miotto belongs to Polygala L. subg. Polygala, which 
comprises around 88 species and 22 varieties in 
Brazil, being the best represented subgenus of 
Polygala in the Brazilian flora. Polygala densirace¬ 
mosa can be confused with P. campestris Gardner and 

fruits, and seeds and by the similar geographical 
distribution. However, P. densiracemosa is distin- 

generally caespitose 

Resumo . Uma nova especie e reconhecida aqui como 
parte da revisao taxonomica da famflia Polygalaceae na 

Miotto pertence ao Polygala L. subg. Polygala que 
compreende cerca de 88 especies e 22 variedades, 
constituindo-se no subgenero de Polygala melhor 

mosa pode ser confundida com P. campestris Gardner e 
P. linoides Poir. na semelhanga das fiores, frutos, 
sementes e na distribuigao geografica. Entretanto, P. 

racemos muito densos. Sao fornecidos descrigao, 
llustragao, observances sobre os habitats e distribuigao 
desta nova especie, alem disso, sao discutidas as 

The Polygalaceae are represented by 19 genera 
with approximately 1000 species widely distributed, 
especially in tropical regions, with an abundant 

and Asia (Paiva, 1998). In Brazil, the family 
encompasses seven genera: Bamhartia Gleason, 
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Bredemeyera Willd., Diclidanthera Mart., Monnina 
Ruiz & Pav., Moutabea Aubl., Poly gala L., and 
Securidaca L., totaling approximately 240 species 
(Marques, 1979). 

comprising about 725 species worldwide (Paiva, 1998). 

represented by 110 species and 30 varieties (Marques 
& Peixoto, 2007) and can be distinguished from other 
Polygalaceae by the dehiscent, 2-seeded capsule. 

Previous taxonomic reviews of the Polygalaceae or 
the genus Polygala in Brazil include those of 
Wurdack and Smith (1971), Marques (1984a, b, 
1988), Silva (2001), Liidtke and Miotto (2004), 
Marques and Peixoto (2007), and Aguiar et al. 
(2008). During the current taxonomic revision of the 
family in southern Brazil (Parana, Santa Catarina, and 
Rio Grande do Sul states), 40 species of Polygala 
were recognized, with one newly described here. 

Polygala densiracemosa Liidtke & Miotto, sp. nov. 
TYPE: Brazil. Rio Grande do Sul: Campestre da 
Serra, BR 116, Km 63, 3 Nov. 2003, R. Liidtke 
193 (holotype, ICN). Figure 1. 

dricis valde prope ad Polygalam campestrem Gardner, sed ab 

6-loba differt. 

Herbs decumbent or caespitose, eglandular, 11- 
45 cm high; stems quadrandular, glabrate or poorly 
pilose, with short trichomes. Leaves abundant, sessile, 
alternate, papyraceous, glabrous or rarely pilose 
ovate, elliptic, or oblong, 2-11 X 2-5 mm, ape? 
mucronate, apiculate, or acuminate, base attenuate 
margins entire and smooth; bracts deciduous, lance¬ 
olate, subulate, 1-1.8 mm, margins smooth; bracteoles 

congested, pedunculate, terminal, cylindrical, 3- 
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